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SB 412 doesn’t look promising 


‘California Promise’ leaves some students behind 


While it’s admirable that 
legislators in California and our 
own university president want 
to help students graduate in a 
timely manner, it seems that the 
most recent proposals designed 
to encourage that are short-sight- 
edly ignoring the fact that not all 
students are created equal. 

SB 412, otherwise known as 
the California Promise Bill, is a 
proposal by state legislator Steve 
Glazer, D-Ordina, to increase the 
four-year graduation rate in the 
California State University by 
incentivizing students to maintain 


at least 30 units in a full academic 


year. 

The motivation behind this 
plan is to increase four-year 
graduation rates for all CSU 
campuses, as they have fallen to a 
low average of 13 percent in the 
most recent four-year period. At 
Sacramento State, that number 


X STAFF 


was 8 percent. 

Sac State President Robert 
Nelsen proposed a similar plan 
with a few differences during his 
address last month. Both plans 
are structured around giving stu- 
dents who take a certain amount 
of classes rewards for doing so, 
like tuition freezes and academic 
counseling perks. 

Nelsen’s plan may include 
tuition discounts for successful 
students, but does not give pri- 
ority registration; the California 
Promise Bill includes priority 
registration. 

College is the most formative 
time in a person’s life, should they 
decide to get a degree. It’s also 
challenging in ways that continue 
to change over time, and those 
challenges are unique to every 
student. 

Though it has long been 
established that a student should 
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earn a bachelor’s degree within 
four years, the increasing expense 
and burden of college may be 
necessitating a new standard. 

For every student at the four- 
year level, there are options. 
Some can pay tuition, board and 
books out of their own pockets, 
or the pocket of a family mem- 
ber, and that is wonderful. 

Some choose to take out loans 
to cover these expenses, and fully 
dedicate themselves to taking 
classes and getting their degree as 
soon as possible. 

But for an increasing num- 
ber of students, the prospect 
of taking out heavy loans is 
nerve-racking, and paying out of 
pocket impossible. So, they work, 
part-time or full-time, while they 
so to college. 

Choosing to become an 
administrator or educator at 
this level of learning comes with 


an inherent promise: that all 
backgrounds, advantages and 
disadvantages, and life circum- 
stances be considered. Part-time 
students, or students who plan 
to take longer than four years to 
complete their degree work, and 
are okay with that idea. 

The plans being proposed 
by Glazer and Nelsen do not 
help these groups. In fact, they 
prioritize only two groups: those 
ready to fork out cash now, or 
who make a big bet on them- 
selves that they don’t know will 
pay off. They can work hard and 
get their degree, but not be sure 
when they will be able to pay for 
it, with interest. 

Additionally, bills that priori- 
tize four-year track students with 
first pick for classes will only keep 
part-time students here longer. 
So, instead why not simply re- 
ward academic success, plain and 
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In Volume 71, Issues 1 and 2 of The State Hornet, the following corrections are listed: 


simple? 

Students who maintain high 
grades, regardless of unit load, 
are working their way toward 
graduation. So, reward them for 
it across the board, whether they 
are part-time or full-time. 

If universities across Califor- 
nia are unwilling to incentivize 
student success in a more com- 
prehensive manner, then don’t 
do it halfway either. In this case, 
giving an advantage to one group 
disadvantages the rest. 

The CSU system exists for 
the promise of an equal educa- 
tion. Maintain that, and work to 
improve it for the most students 
possible, not the best percent- 
age of students graduating by 
old-fashioned standards. 
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New parking structure announced 


Garage near J 


John Ferrannini 
@yferrnews 


Construction on a new park- 
ing structure containing 1,750 
spaces near the J Street entrance 
to Sacramento State will begin at 
the end of the spring semester, ac- 
cording to a Clark Pacific Corpo- 
ration press release. 

“We'll break ground right after 
graduation in 2017,” said Terry 
Street, manager of the general 
contracting division at Clark Pa- 
cific. “We have suggested in our 
plan that we will have this com- 
plete. by the winter semester in 
2018 so that students can use the 
garage.” 

The project is also set to in- 
clude the construction of a new 
office building, which will house 
a campus welcome center and the 
University ‘Transportation and 
Parking Services (UTAPS), which 
is currently in Folsom Hall. 

Tony Lucas, the senior director 
of UTAPS, said that he is looking 
forward to the move. 

“The current location is not 
ideal for new students, visitors and 
members of the campus commu- 
nity with questions regarding 
parking,” Lucas said. “I believe it 
is an essential move.” 

Lucas said that the welcome 
center is intended to serve as an 
introduction to the campus. 

“The concept is for this build- 
ing to be collocated with the 
structure to provide a convenient 
and welcoming place for visitors 
to find information about Sacra- 
mento State,” Lucas said. 

In between the structure and 
the welcoming center will be a 
plaza with tables. Lucas said he 
hopes that student activities will 
be able to take place there. 

“We envision having a place 
for food trucks to set-up to pro- 
vide a festive and welcoming at- 


street entrance will have 1,750 spots 
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A driver leaves parking structure one while other vehicles pull in on Monday, Sept. 12. Sacramento State will begin construction on a new parking 
structure at the end of the upcoming spring semester with an expected completion date of the start of the spring of 2018 semester. 


mosphere,” Lucas said. 

Clark Pacific is looking for Sac 
State students who are interested 
in construction internships to ap- 
ply to work on the project. 

“We probably have 25 Sac 
State grads currently employed. 
We’re also looking for young kids 
looking to get into construction,” 
Street said. “Part of it is a greedy 
recruiting tool.” 

The parking in the structure is 
intended to replace spaces lost to 
the Student Housing II and Sci- 
ence II construction projects, ac- 
cording to campus architect Don- 
ovan Hillman. 

Lucas said that parking con- 
gestion has been more of an issue 
this semester not only because of 
construction, but also because of 
increased enrollment and _ unit 





“We envision having a place for food 
trucks to set up to provide a 
festive and welcoming atmosphere” 


- Tony Lucas 
Senior director, UTAPS 





loads. 
. He advised students who are 
looking for parking to use Sac 


State’s parking app and park in- 


parking lots farther away from 
campus — such as the Ramona 
Lot across Highway 50 — and 
take the Hornet Express Shuttle, 
at least for the first weeks of the 
semester. 

Updated maps of where park- 
ing is available are posted on the 


UTAPS Facebook page in the 


mornings. 

One student who has had 
trouble parking is Justin Caalim, 
a freshman who said it once took 
him two hours to find a space. 

“The traffic getting here is dif- 
ficult,” Caalim said. “If I get here 
later it’s even more stressful.” 

Caalim, who said he takes Fol- 
som Boulevard to get to school, 
hopes that when the new parking 
structure is completed, it will di- 
vert parking from the south end 


of the campus. 

“Pll be glad because it will be 
less traffic for me,” Caalim said. 

Street said that the construc- 
tion project is planned to take up 
minimal parking spaces. 

“The job site itself is going to 
take away parking for the con- 
struction but the workers are not 
going to take away very much 
because we’re using precast con- 
crete,” Street said. 

Precast concrete is cured in 
a mold before it gets to the con- 
struction site. 

“It’s very ecologically posi- 
tive because we don’t have to use 
many new parts,” Street said. 

Clark Pacific is working on the 
project with Dreyfuss & Blackford 
Architects, which built the cam- 
pus bookstore. 
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Legislature passes ‘The California Promise’ 


Bill would allow 
schools to give 
grad incentives 


Daniel Wilson . 


@dwilsonjourno 


New legislation that passed 
through the state legislature last 
month would, if signed by Gov- 
ernor Jerry Brown, mandate se- 
lect California State University 
campuses to implement a pro- 
gram to help improve graduation 
rates. 

Senate Bull 412, the “Califor- 
nia Promise,” formerly SB 1450, 
aims to help certain groups of 
first-year students —— including 
low-income students and under- 
represented minorities —— earn 
their degree in four years and 
transfers 


community college 


complete their baccalaureate 
program in two years. 

“It would allow students 
who sign up to get priority reg- 
istration and enhanced academic 
advising,” said Steven Harmon, 
spokesperson for State Sen. Steve 
Glazer, D-Orinda, the main au- 
thor of the bill. “Now, the stu- 
dents would have to fulfill a com- 
mitment of their own and that is 
that they'd have to take 30 credits 
an academic year and also main- 
tain a GPA, and that’s to be de- 
termined by the campuses.” 

Though the bill does not 
have any funding attached to 
it, Harmon pointed out that the 
CSU is receiving $35 mullion 
from the state to set up pro- 
srams to improve graduation 
rates and that portions of that 
could be used in the implemen- 
tation of SB 412. 

“Everything from there has 
yet to be determined in terms 
[individual campus] 
criteria will be,” Harmon said. 


of what 


“There would be a minimum of 
15 campuses that would have to 
receive community college trans- 
fers into [the] program by the 
fall of 2017 and eight of those 


campuses would have to take in 


freshmen who would do a full 
four year commitment in the 
program.” 

A similar program has al- 
ready been implemented at Sac- 
ramento State. The “Finish in 
Four” program, which began this 
semester, requires participants to 
take 30 units per academic year, 
which can be spread across fall, 
spring, summer and the winter 
intersession. The program can 
also be participated in by trans- 
fer students who want to finish in 
two years. 

. In addition to being offered 
incentives like discounts in the 
bookstore and lower costs for 
summer classes, participants 
must also maintain a minimum 
2.0 GPA and meet with an advis- 
er at least once in both the spring 
and fall, according to Executive 
Director of University Initiatives 
and Student Success Jim Dragna. 

The Sac State program does 
not grant participants priority 
registration, but Dragna said the 
college opened up thousands of 
additional seats in many popular 
courses this year. 

“What we'd like our outcome 
to be is that students finish in a 
timely manner and they leave 
here as distinguished and dis- 
tinguishable as Sac State grad- 
uates,” Dragna said. “There’s 
a great tie-in, not only in terms 
of the time to graduate, but a 
well-documented —_understand- 
ing for the students about how 
they’ve learned here and of what 


they’ve learned that really sets 
them apart. It’s not just about 
the content of the courses, but 
it’s also about those global out- 
comes that we would like to see 
our students develop.” 

Sixty-two percent of the ap- 
proximate 4,000 incoming fall 
2016 freshmen are participating 
in Sac State’s “Finish in Four” 
program. Though Sac State 
President Robert Nelsen said it 
will literally take four years to 
measure its initial success, he said 
the college is already seeing indi- 
cators that suggest an increase in 
timely graduation. 

“I have been impressed with 
the commitment from not only 
our students to do what is re- 
quired of them, but our faculty 
and staff, as well, to provide the 
tools and support systems they 
need to succeed,” Nelsen said. 
“Sac State has the potential to 
be a model for the CSU and the 
nation for improving graduation 
rates.” 

During Nelsen’s fall address, 
he stated that his program’s goal 
is a 30 percent four-year gradu- 
ation rate for freshmen — most 
recently eight percent — and a 
38 percent two-year graduation 
rate for transfer students — most 
recently 26 percent. These rates 
are mandated by the CSU sys- 
tem to be met by 2025, accord- 
ing to information provided by 
Dragna. 

“Even among the students 
who are considered nontradi- 
tional, the ones who have other 
responsibilities such as a job or 
raising a family, they have shown 
an eagerness to carry full loads 
so that they head toward a four- 
year degree,” Harmon said. “To 
me, that’s a lot of promise out 
there that has been shown by 
students in the CSU system that 
there’s a willingness and eager- 
ness to get done in time, so it’s 
the system’s responsibility to pro- 
vide the tools for those students 
to get through.” 

For Susan Gubernat, an En- 
glish professor at CSU East Bay 
and a member of the CSU Ac- 


ademic Senate, who wrote a re- 


cent op-ed to the Sacramento 
Bee outlining her many concerns 
with SB 412, the bill is avoiding 
the real problem, which she says 
is the underfunding of the CSU 
system. 

“The (legislature) doesn’t 
want to spend more money right 
now on higher education,” Gu- 
bernat said. “It doesn’t like sta- 
tistics that say it takes longer 


than four years to graduate, so it 
has to come up with these false 


solutions to real problems. We 


are in a system that continues to 
function at (a) shortage (in funds) 
with tens of thousands of more 
students, so the answer to the 
problem is to fund the CSU ad- 
equately so that enough classes 
can be given (and) enough advis- 
ers can be hired.” 


SB412 would mandate certain colleges in 


the CSU system to implement a program to 


reduce time to graduation to two years for 


transfers and four years for first-year Fresh- 


men. 


Students who do not hold up their end of 


the promise would be disqualified from fur- 


ther participation in the program. 


Students who choose to participate in the 


program would promise to complete 30 


units per academic year and in return would 


receive: 


PRIORITY REGISTRATION 
ENHANCED ACADEMIC ADVISING 


Participation in the program would be de- 
pendent on the following: 


MAINTAINING MINIMUM GPA 
INDIVIDUAL COLLEGE CRITERIA 
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Last spring, Sacramento State's Active Minds chapter hosted a traveling exhibit on suicide awareness, 


Active Minds chapter awarded 





“Send Silence Packing. 
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“ Around 1,100 college students take their own life every year. 


National conterence comes to campus in November 


Kameron Schmid 
@kameronschmid 





After being awarded this sum- 
mer as a leading university in pro- 
moting mental health awareness 
and wellbeing, Sacramento State’s 
Active Minds chapter is busy pre- 
paring to host a national confer- 
ence and planning events for Na- 
tional Suicide Prevention Month. 

Active Minds, a national orga- 
nization dedicated to promoting 
suicide awareness and resources 
for college students, honored Sac 
State with one of six 2016 Healthy 
Campus Awards for “making the 
health and well-being of students 
a priority,” according to a press 
release. 

The review panel for the award 
said Sac State was the “first cam- 
pus in the California State Uni- 
versity system to integrate stu- 


dent medical, mental health, and 
wellness services, housing them 
together at The WELL,” and was 
the fost CSU carmpus to ture a 
dedicated victim advocate. 

For Becky Mejia, a senior ger- 
ontology major and returning 
Active Minds member this school 
year, learning that the work put 
into connecting the campus had 
been noticed was “fantastic.” 

“Active Minds does quite a lot 
of events and programming at 
Sac State, a lot more than other 
college campuses are able to do,” 
said Mejia, now student manager 
for Active Minds at Sac State. 

“It’s amazing to be recognized 
for that.” 

Part of the work done last year 
to lead to the recognition was 
campus-wide events like the Out 
of the Darkness Campus Walk, a 
fundraiser for the American Foun- 
dation for Suicide Prevention. 


The event will take place again 
this year on Oct. 1, as part of Na- 
tional Suicide Prevention Month. 

Aliso fast year, Active Minds 
hosted a touring exhibit, “Send 
Silence Packing,” in which 1,100 
backpacks were spread across the 
campus, signifying the number of 
college students who die by sui- 
cide every year. 

“To see that number, where it’s 
not just written on paper, but to 
actually have it visualized, is very 
impactful,” Mejia said. 

The group also offers presenta- 
tions on removing the stigma that 
surrounds the topic of suicide, 
and presents ways for students to 
unwind or de-stress during tough 
semesters. 

Most, if not all of these things 
are handled by the student mem- 
bers of Active Minds, with sup- 
port from people like Reva Wit- 
tenberg, associate director of 


campus wellness at Sac State. Ac- 
cording to Wittenberg, the student 
involvement was key in receiving 
the award. 

“One of the criteria for the 
Healthy Campus Award was 
championing student voices and 
having strong leadership around 
wellness on campus,” Witten- 
berg said. “It really is about 
them reaching out to their fellow 
students.” ; 

Beyond the Out of the Dark- 
ness walk, the next chance for 
students to involve themselves 
with Active Minds will be when 
Sac State will serve as host for the 
Active Minds’ National Mental 
Health on Campus Conference in 
November. 

According to Mejia, work on 
organizing the conference is al- 
ready underway, and_ students 
wishing to get involved can vol- 
unteer to help now, or sign them- 


selves up to help run the confer- 
ence when the time comes so that 
they can participate for free. 

The event will be collabora- 
tive and positive for the group 
and any students who come, said 
Mejia. 

“You get to see the passion 
from across the nation,” Mejia 
said. “It’s empowering, as a stu- 
dent, to get together with poten- 
tially hundreds of other students 
and see that we’re all working to- 
wards the same goal.” 

Students who want to get in- 
volved with Active Minds can ap- 
ply for the Peer Health Educator 
internship program, join the Stu- 
dent Health Advisory Committee 
or otherwise volunteer. 

If a student wants to talk to 
a counselor, they can call the 
SHCS at (916) 278-6461 to find 
out more information or make an 
appointment. 
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Number of electric vehicle 
charging stations at Sac State 








73 


Percent in energy savings since 
Sac State switched to 
energy-saving LED lighting 
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2,397,230 


Gallons of water 
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63,000 


Pounds of e-waste 


saved annually at 
Sac State since lawn 
watering reduction 


T'S NOT EASY BEING GREEN 


recycled at Sac State 
in 2014, totalling 31 


tons diverted from the 


landfill 





Statistics from the Sacramento State 2016 Sustainability | 
Tracking, Assessment & Rating System Report 





Sac State only CSU to make Green College Honor Roll 


Barbara Harvey 


@barbarasaurus 


Sacramento State has further 
bolstered its reputation as a lead- 
er in sustainability after being 
named to the Princeton Review’s 
2017 Green College Honor Roll, 
the only CSU to be included. 

Sac State 
schools nationwide to make the 


was one of 21 
prestigious list. Four other Cali- 
fornia schools —— UC Irvine, UC 
Santa Cruz, Santa Clara Univer- 
sity and Stanford — were also 
named. 

“It’s kind of cool to be the 
only CSU on there,” Sac State 
sustainability manager Ryan 
‘Todd said. “We’re right up there 
with some of the UCs with some 
of the things we’re doing.” 

“It says a lot about our sustain- 
ability program for this campus 


that we can compete with private 
schools and UCs,” Todd said. 

The Green College Honor 
Roll rates colleges on a scale of 
60-99, measuring three key cri- 
teria: “whether students have a 
campus quality of life that is both 
healthy and sustainable, how well 
a school is preparing students for 
employment in the clean-energy 
economy and how environ- 
mentally responsible a school’s 
policies are,” according to the 
Princeton Review’s website. 

Sacramento State received a 
score of 99 — the highest possi- 
ble score. 

Sac State recycling manager 
Joey Martinez, who has worked 
on campus sustainability since 
2012, said that the award is a 
recognition of Sac State’s recent 
push to stand at the forefront of 
sustainability. 

“Tt says a lot about the culture 


of the campus. They’re making 
this a priority —— they want to 
invest efforts into this,” Martinez 
said. 

Projects including on-campus 
composting LED 


light retrofitting, the installation 


receptacles, 


of bioretention planters and uti- 
lizing natural gas created from 
food waste to power the campus’ 
shuttle service are just a few of 
the major overhauls to take place 
within the past few years. 

The Green College Honor 
Roll announcement comes after 
Sac State was given a Gold rat- 
ing by the Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Sustainability m 
Higher Education in July. 

The AASHE rating program, 
the Sustainability ‘Tracking, As- 
sessment and Rating System, or 
STARS, relies on self-reported 
information and tracks over 750 
colleges worldwide. 


“It’s a massive rating system,” 
‘Todd said of STARS. “We went 
through the entire campus and 
looked through every single as- 
pect of sustainability. ‘This report 
came to 270 pages. It looks at 
everything from the curriculum 
being taught — are their profes- 
sors teaching this stuff? — to your 
waste diversion rates, to the types 
of buildings you’re building.” 

Todd attributes much of Sac 
State’s recent sustainability suc- 
cess to the support of President 
Nelsen and Sac State students, 
referring to them as the “two 
pieces of the puzzle.” 

In April, Nelsen celebrated 
Earth Day at Sac State by signing 
Second Nature’s Climate Lead- 
ership. Carbon Commitment 
— a pledge to effectively reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to a net 
zero by a specified target date. 

“Universities have a moral 


obligation not only to educate 
students and advance knowledge, 
but also to create a better world,” 
Nelsen said at the signing. 

As Martinez notes, howev- 
er, the three aren't mutually 
exclusive. 

“The great thing about [sus- 
tainability on campus] is that it 
doesn’t just mean that Sac State 
becomes more sustainable, be- 
cause what we do trickles out into 
the surrounding community,” 
Martinez said. 

“Sacramento by extension 
becomes more sustainable, our 
region becomes more _ sustain- 
able, because all the people that 
are trained here throughout their 
education are going to take those 
priorities and take them with 
them wherever they go,” Marti- 
nez said. 

Additional reporting by Foseph 
Daniels. 








(ere 


<SPORTS 





Stephanie Beachley 
@stephlaurbeach 





One word comes to mind when 
Michael Linenberger, head coach 


of Sacramento State men’s soccer, 


is asked to describe the leaders and 
seniors of his team: “warriors.” 

Although the roster currently 
holds ten seniors, it’s Sacramento 
natives Andrew Gosselin, Preston 
Davis and Galt native Javier Mu- 
noz who have emerged as leaders 
of the group. 

All three athletes came to Sac 
State in the fall of 2012 with high 
hopes for their Division I program 
and excitement to represent the 
Sacramento area. 

“T have a lot of pride for this 
city,” said Gosselin, defender. “I’m 
very grateful for the opportunity to 
play in my hometown and will nev- 
er forget the experience.” 

Before coming to Sac State, 
Gosselin played varsity soccer for 
Jesuit High School, earning various 
awards including All-City selection 
and Most Outstanding Senior in 
the Delta River League during his 
senior year. 

“There’s women here ... that’s 
pretty different,” Gosselin said re- 
flecting on his time playing for the 
all-boys high school. “But, other- 
wise, it’s pretty similar. You work 
hard at school and the game.” 

Gosselin, who said he hopes to 
pursue a career in the medical field 
after graduating with a degree in ki- 
nesiology, continued earning acco- 
lades at Sac State by earning a spot 
on the Big West All-Freshman team 
in 2013 and All-Big West Honor- 
able Mention in 2014. Most recent- 
ly, Gosselin totaled a career-high of 
1,071 minutes played in his junior 
campaign. 

“My favorite memory [is] mak- 
ing the Big West playoffs for the 
first time ever my sophomore year,” 
Gosselin said. “It was a pretty spe- 
cial moment qualifying for playoffs 
during only our third year in the 
conference, especially when no 
one really gave us a chance to have 
‘much success.” 


These accomplishments came 
as no surprise to Paul Rose, who 
has coached at Jesuit since 1979 
and is the winningest high school 
soccer coach in California history, 
according to Jesuit High School. 
The success is due to Gosselin’s re- 
laxed and composed nature when 
handling the ball. 

“Andrew is a dream to coach,” 
Rose said. “His combination of 
speed, skill, decision-making and 
strength make him an extraordi- 
nary soccer player.” 

Davis is another senior who 
thrived in high school competi- 
tion at Bella Vista High School in 
Fair Oaks and has transferred it 
to success on and off the field at 
Sac State. During his junior sea- 
son, Davis was named to the Big 
West All-Academic team where he 
worked to find the right balance be- 
tween school and sports. 

“Tt’s mostly about managing 
your time and working hard,” Da- 
vis said. “It’s something Pve been 
doing all my life.” 

‘Davis, who plays defender and 
midfielder for the Hornets, totaled 
810 minutes at the end of his ju- 
nior campaign while playing dou- 
ble-digit minutes in each game. 

“T’'m most looking forward to 
playing my last year of high level 
soccer with a group of guys that 
I consider to be close friends and 
brothers and hopefully end with a 
championship,” Davis said. 

Last season, Davis played in 17 
games with a total of nine starts, 
which is a statistic he wishes to in- 
crease as the team looks for its first 
Big West championship in school 
history. 

“T want to leave a legacy,” Davis, 
who will pursue a career as a fire- 
fighter or EMT after graduating 
with a degree in Kinesiology, said. 
“But if that doesn’t happen, hope- 
fully the players that follow me will 
remember to work hard and enjoy 
the game like I do.” 

Munoz is one such player who 
has always enjoyed the game dat- 
ing back to his four years of var- 
sity soccer at Galt High School, 
where he was named Sierra Valley 
League’s MVP in his senior season 
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Hornet defender Preston Davis uses his chest to contro the ball at Hornet Field on Sept. 6, 2015. Davis was 
a Big West All-Academic selection in 2015, his junior season. 


with a total of 23 goals and 13 as- 
sists, according to Hornet Athletics. 

Munoz, who is a defender for 
Sac State, was nicknamed by team- 
mates as the “Mayor of Galt” due 
to his aspirations to use his degree 
in kinesiology to help future ath- 
letes in his hometown. 

“After graduation, I hope to 
move back to Galt and start teach- 
ing little ones the importance of 
physical education and a love for 
sports,” Munoz, who started 17 
games for the Hornets last year, 
said. 

Before returning to his home- 
town, Munoz said he is focused 
on helping his team accomplish 
their goal of winning the Big West 
tournament and qualifying for the 
NCAA tournament. 7 

“T am really looking forward to 
seeing our team reach our full po- 
tential,” Munoz said. “We have a 
lot of talent, and once it all comes 
together, we will do very well.” 

Gosselin, Davis, Munoz and 
their Sac State teammates will 
have the opportunity to work 
towards this goal against the 
University of Portland Pilots at 
Hornet Field Thursday at 4:30 


p-m. 
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Defender Javier Munoz heads the ball away at Hornet Field on Oct. 10, 
2015. Munoz is nicknamed “Mayor of Galt” by his teammates. 
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Colin Kaepernick, quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers, made 


ry 





5, you stand by Colin 
Kaepernick’s national an- 
them protest?” 








headlines when he refused to stand during the national anthem in 
protest of social injustice against minorities on Aug. 26. We asked 


five Sacramento State students what they think. Weigh in online 


with your thoughts by using the hashtag #SacStateSays 
#SacStateSays 








“| feel like he’s taking a 
good stand and making 
people realize the injus- 
tices that are going on 
in America ... There's no 





“As an athlete with that 
kind of platform, | think 





"| just think as an Amer- 


ican citizen you should “He kind of made it more +e roally coud ter hin 
el sNetongtaen pela respect the flag of this about himself than the “| don’t think it’s disre- to show ts this country 
Linck athletes back atthe “— and that flag and actual cause and | think spectful to anybody ... needs to take a differ- « 
Olympics standing on the rae eople who fought he could've gone an- he flag is supposed ent path as far as the 
podium and putting their or that tlag are the rea- — other route by bringing represent something, justice system and how 
right fists up in the air to son he’s able to do the awareness to the issue but how are you going to olice brutality is just 

the national anthem.” things that he's doing. instead of like atoddler stand by it if it’s not living ‘ocusing on one race.” 
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Hornets collect summer accolades 


Brian Ingebretsen 
@Brning94 





For student-athletes, their re- 
spective sports never take a break 
and neither do they as they’re al- 
ways practicing. Some baseball 
players even get invited to play in 
different leagues and on different 
teams. 

For Sacramento State base- 
ball players junior first base- 
man Vinny Esposito and senior 
right-handed _ pitcher Austin 
Ragsdale, these summer leagues 
allowed the pair to compete with 
other collegiate athletes and play 
the sport they love. 

“Summer ball is about win- 


_ ning but getting better as well,” 


Ragsdale said. 

Esposito, 20, and Ragsdale, 
21, took to their leagues with one 
goal in mind: .to play the best 
that they can. In the end, Esposi- 
to became the most outstanding 


+ 


Left, relief pitcher Austin Ragsdale earned a 1.74 E 


player for the Bethesda Big Train 
and Ragsdale earned recognition 
for his pitching performances in 
the 2016 Humboldt Invitational. 

‘To put these accolades into 
perspective, Esposito put togeth- 
er a .346 batting average with 56 
hits in 162 at-bats, hit 16 doubles, 
nine home runs and drove in 45 
runs, according to the official Big 
Train website. 

Esposito also impressed with 
an on-base percentage of .460, 
which can be attributed to his 
team-leading number of walks 
and the fact that he ended the 
summer with a 12-game hitting 
streak with eight of them being 
multi-hit games. Esposito said he 
enjoys the accolades and credits 
his success to his time playing the 
game that he loves. 

“ve been playing baseball 
for my whole life,” Esposito, 
who also won the Most Out- 
standing Offensive Player award 


in the Cal Ripken champion- 
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“I've been playing baseball for my whole life... 
| come from a baseball family with my dad 
and brother, so it is kind of in my blood.” 


- Vinny Esposito 
Business and finance 





ship series, said. “I come from 
a baseball family with my dad 
and brother, so it is kind of in 
my blood.” 

On the other side of the 
field, Ragsdale held a 2-0 re- 
cord with one save in his relief 
appearance and also sported 
a 1.74 ERA with 23 strikeouts 
and three walks while also tying 
the lead in pitching appearanc- 
es with 18, according to Hornet 
Athletics. 

The job of a relief pitch- 
er is not an easy task as they’re 
required to keep a game under 
control and, if need be, prevent 
the other team from scoring 


RUD ae me 


with men on base, according to 
Ragsdale. 

“Anything can happen wheth- 
er you are ready or not,” Rags- 
dale said. “You just need to ‘pay 
attention.” 

Ragsdale and Esposito will 
now look to the future as their 
summer league season has come 
to an end by regrouping with 
their teammates and head coach 
Reggie Christiansen in an effort 
to bring a successful 2017 cam- 
paign to Sac State. 

Joining Ragsdale and Esposi- 
to will be teammates who also 
garnered accolades in their re- 
spective summer teams: sopho- 


5p 
a 


SHELDON KOHATSU - The State Hornet 


more James Outman, who led 
the Humboldt Crabs in nearly 
every offensive category; junior 
P] Floyd and sophomore Matt 
Smith, who helped propel the 
Victoria Harbourcats to a league 
record of 40 wins; and senior 
Blake Edmonson, who had a 
.295 batting average for the Sac- 
ramento Heat while also pitching 
in four of the games and earn- 
ing a win, according to Hornet 
Athletics. 

“Everyone gets a clean slate at 
the start of the season and it 1s a 
chance to see them compete with 
a new team,” Christiansen said 
in a phone interview. 

The regular season is five 
months away, but the individu- 
al success shared among players 
over the summer might be a sign 
for things to come. 

“It’s definitely nice to play 
well,” Esposito said. “But what it 
comes down to is the upcoming 
season.” 





RA with 23 strikeouts in 18 appearances during the summer playing in the Bethesda Big Train league. Right, first baseman Vinny Esposito 
_catches a throw to first base against Fresno State at Raley Field on April 27. Esposito played for the Bethesda Big Train over the summer and was named most outstanding player. 
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Women’s soccer 
winless over weekend 
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Top, junior forward Kylee Smith evades a-Nevada defender at Hornet Field on Friday. Left, 
senior defender Rachel Leonard heads a ball over a Nevada forward. Bottom, freshman 
midfielder Mikayla Reed dribbles the ball. The Hornets lost 2-0. 
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‘Old tale reimagined, 


new tales reconnected 


Marissa Murcko 
@mmurcko07 





‘Two Sacramento State English 
professors recently published 
novels that took inspiration from 
human connection. One_ novel 
puts a spin on a classic tale from 
the 14th century, while the other 
compares and contrasts the emo- 
tional struggles of family life. 

“Here Lies Memory: A Pitts- 
burgh Novel,” by creative writing 
professor Doug Rice, tells the sto- 
ry of two families in Pittsburgh 
and the internal strife they have 


‘to face. Rice said he found inspi- 


ration from memories of his own 


childhood in the same city. 


Creative writing professor Doug Rice holds his new novel, 


Memory: A Pittsburgh Novel,” 


The first family-recounts sto- 
ries about a man who tries to raise 
his grandson by himself amidst 
all the gentrification, while the 
second family features a father 
who created an imaginary child 
for his bipolar wife, and the jour- 
ney they had together in finding 
this nonexistent being. 

Rice said the most challenging 
part of the writing process for this 
third novel was the feedback from 
his publishers and agents. He said 
they felt that, in today’s fast paced 
environment, no one would have 
the patience to slowly read a nov- 
el like “Here Lies Memory.” 

“We make art because we 
don’t care about money,” Rice 
said. “We don’t care about being 
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“Here Lies 
in his office at Douglas Hall on Monday. 





famous. We care about the people 
we re writing about.” 

When Rice was not busy 
teaching at Sac State, he said he 
took about 12 to 16 hours.a day 
to work on this novel, which he 
specifically dedicated it to his 
children. 

“What gives me the deepest 
pleasures are those moments of 
Rice said. “The most 
beautiful thing in the world is to 


writing,” 


write a sentence that is poetic and 
powerful ... and how it has the 
power to contribute to and par- 
ticipate in the political world.” 

Sharing the same sentiment 
about immersing oneself in the 
art of writing is medieval litera- 
ture professor Kim Zarins, who 
published her young adult novel, 
“Sometimes We ‘Tell the Truth,” 
on Tuesday, Sept. 6. 

The novel is a retelling of 
Geoffrey Chaucer’s famous 14th 
century work “The Canterbury 
Tales” 


about a group of high school se- 


. In her novel, Zarins wrote 


niors telling their own personal 
stories on a bus ride to Washing- 
ton D.C. As an incentive, the per- 
son who tells the best story would 
receive an A grade in their civics 
class. 

“I think (“Sometimes We Tell 
the ‘Iruth”) is a pretty good title 
because (the students) are all tell- 
ing personal stories and they’re 
often concealing things about 
themselves,” Zarins said. “Some- 
times when you tell a story and 
it’s not particularly about you, 
it would end up revealing some- 
thing about you.” 

Zarins has two picture books 
that have previously been pub- 
lished. “Sometimes We ‘Tell the 
Truth” is Zarins’ first published 
novel, and her third overall, as 
the first two have never been in- 
troduced to the public. 

“Sometimes you have got to 
just keep writing,” Zarins said. 
“Try something new and maybe 


- Tell the Truth” 
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“Sometimes We Tell 
The Truth,” at The University Library Gallery on Thursday, Sept. 8. 


Professor Kim Zarins poses with one of her books, 


your best story will come out that 
new time.” 

Liliana Garcia, a freshman 
psychology major, attended Za- 
rins’ reading and signing event at 
the Library Gallery on Thursday, 
Sept. 8, along with many of Za- 
rins’ other students. 

Garcia said that the book 
reading session helped her learn 
more about why Zarins wrote the 
story, as well as provided her with 
a better understanding of Chau- 
cer’s “The Canterbury Tales.” 

“It is pretty interesting how 
she took Chaucer’s story that was 
made for adults and aimed it to- 
wards teenagers,’ Garcia said. 
“It’s crazy how she took [a cen- 
turies-old work] and made it her 
own.” 

As for senior English ma- 


jor Deepali Gill, she said she is 


planning to use “Sometimes We 
to help her have 
a deeper appreciation and un- 
derstanding of “The Canterbury 
Tales” 

“I hope to get a better un- 
derstanding of the novel because 
reading it in class with the old 


script or the old writing style is 
kind of hard to understand and 
this might be easier for me to 
(grasp), Gill said. 

Zarins also said that the most 
exciting thing about being a writ- 
er at this moment in her life is all 
about the passion and-drive she 
has for the form of art. 

“I was laughing while I was 
writing [“Sometimes We ‘Tell the 
Truth”] and a reviewer was also 

was read- 
“And then I 


thought that that’s a dream come 


laughing while she 
ing it,” Zarins said. 
true, that you could share that 
emotion with another person. So 
that’s definitely the magic of writ- 
ing and the magic of being read 
by just the ve person.’ 
‘Tell 
the Truth” was published on Sept. 
6, while Rice 
ory: A Pittsburgh Novel” was re- 
leased Sept. 7 with a worldwide 
distribution date of Sept. 15 

On Tuesday, Oct. 11, there 
will be a book release for 
“Here Lies Memory” in the 
University Library Gallery at 
6:30 p.m. 
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The new Starbucks coffee truck serves students across from Benicia Hall every weekday, Monday through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Starbucks wheels out new spot 


Claire Morgan 
@jemapelleclarre 





Sacramento State recently un- 
veiled a new addition to the cam- 
pus dining experience with the 
mobile Starbucks truck located 
across from Benicia Hall, which 
aims to offer quick coffee fixes to 
students who park on the south 
side of campus. 

Every weekday since the start 
of this semester, the Starbucks 
truck has been peddling its icon- 
ic coffee and arrays of pastries in 
parking lot six. 

‘This new addition to the quick- 
ly changing coffee scene here at 
Sac State, which includes the Brit- 
ish expat Grumpy Mule, will help 
reduce lines at the brick-and-mor- 
tar Starbucks located at the River 
Front Center, as well as make the 
Seattle-hailing coffee franchise 
more accessible to students who 
may not want to walk across cam- 
pus for a cup of joe. 





“With the truck located on the 
other side of campus, we are hop- 
ing that it will lessen the lines at 
(River Front Center),” said junior 
social work major Angel Lam, 
who works at both Starbucks lo- 
cations on campus. “Students will 
now be able to park their cars and 
grab a cup of coffee and head 
to class without having to walk 
across Campus and wait in very 
long lines.” 

Many students and staff were 
unaware of the new coffee shop 
on wheels, and some have never 
even heard of such a concept from 
the brand that they’ve known for 
so many years. 

Jan Mauricio, junior computer 
science engineering major, said he 
found out about the truck when 
he was walking to class during the 
first week of school. 

“My friends and I now want 
to (get coffee) here because it’s 
closer,” Mauricio said. “It’s pretty 
convenient, and it’s much easier 


Seren 


ARABICA COFFEE 
University Enterprises, ine, 


32 J Stesert 
Secramema, CA RS8TH 
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than walking to Riverfront. It’s 
faster, too.” 

Junior family and consumer 
science major Gabi Galvez said 
she has already become a fre- 
quent patron at the truck. 

“The other day I was at the 
AIRC and I ran out to get a cof- 
fee, it was way faster than going 
all the way to River Front or The 
Union and wait in line,” Galvez 
said. 

Lam said she noticed some dif- 
ficulties with the truck, but some 
plans are already in place to im- 
prove the workflow as the semes- 
ter progresses. 

“The mobile truck is obviously 
a lot smaller in size so we have less 
employees on shift,” Lam said. 
“We are thinking about getting 
headsets so if the line is long at 
the truck, we can get their orders 
(while they’re still in line) and the 
baristas inside the truck can be- 
gin (working on) those drinks. So 
by the time they are done pay- 






ing, they can just then grab their ~ 


drinks and go.” 

The Starbucks truck is just the 
start of what’s to come when the 
University Union starts its $53 
million expansion in January 
2017. What’s planned, according 
to The Union’s administrative 
office, is another Starbucks cafe, 
though this one will offer a dine-in 
experience similar to The Buzz. 

According to Lam, the truck’s 
location on parking lot six is not 
permanent. She said that Univer- 
sity Enterprises, Inc., who owns 
the truck, can drive it to different 
areas on campus whenever they 
like. 

The truck will also begin park- 
ing outside the Hornet Stadium 
for home football games in order 
for attendees to get their caffeine 
fix while cheering on fellow Hor- 
nets. Meanwhile, it will continue 
to open from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday to Thursday, as well as 
7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday. 
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and Friday until 2 p.m. | 
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Kristin Marshall waits to receive her 


order from the Starbucks truck. > 
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Catch the state.h 


Joel Boland 
@shmoland 





A Snapchat screenshot pho- 
toshopped into a Snapcode and 
then printed out on paper? What 
social media skullduggery is this? 

Why, it’s your weekly (daily, 
hourly, minutely) reminder that 
The State Hornet exists —— nay, 
rocks — on all social media plat- 
forms except Tinder, which we 
still haven’t ruled out yet. 

So swipe right, click like, 
follow us and add us. Not only 
will it bolster our fragile jour- 
nalistic egos, it will provide you 
with a steady stream of campus 
updates, breaking news, event 
coverage, game recaps and con- 
cert footage. We’re committed to 


The State Hornet 
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The University Union Gallery is featuring an original work of famous 
Spanish artist Pablo Picasso alongside works of other well-known artists 


covering each and every angle of 
Sac State and making our cover- 
age as accessible as possible. 

As for the photos in the photo 
on the right (so meta), they’re the 
snazzy new State Hornet press 
passes. If you see one coming 
towards you on campus, please, 
don’t run! Talk to us. When I 
say were committed to telling 
the story of Sac State, that really 
boils down to telling your stories. 

So we will stalk the campus 
walkways. We will find you. We 
will chat with you. Yes, we will 
probably try to take your photo. 
And don’t worry. You’re all gor- 
geous, all the time. 

For behind-the-scenes foot- 
age, newsroom shenanigans and 
snippets of campus life, add us 
on Snapchat with these few sim- 


in its first fall exhibit, “Ink on Paper: Creating an Artistic Expression,” 
which opened on Aug. 29. 





ornet buzz on Snapchat 


ple steps: 

Step 1: Open Snapchat. 

Step 2: Find a State Hornet 
Snapcode. 

Step 3: Hold your phone 
away from the page so you can 
see the entire yellow square on 
your phone’s screen. 

Step 4: Press and hold on the 
very center of your screen. 

Step 5: Throw a tantrum 
when you can’t get it to work, 
and then go to add by username 
and type in state.hornet with 
your thumbs like some kind of 
animal. 

Step 6: PROFTT??? 

I for one am still very excit- 
ed about this semester, and you 
should be too. There’s more go- 
ing on and more ways to stay up- 
to-date than ever before. 
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Marivel Guzman 
@akashma 





My family lives in Southern 
California and I left them behind 
to pursue my dreams. 

I’m a 54-year-old mother of 
four — Christian, 27, Ah, 26, 
Majd, 25, and Christina, 21 — as 
well as two grandkids, six-year- 
old Khaled and _ four-year-old 
Amir. 

My family was very reluctant 
to accept my decision to come to 
Sacramento State for further ed- 
ucation. They argued that I could 
have just accepted the offer from 


Dormin 


Cal State Fullerton, which is clos- 
er to home. I thought that being 
in Sacramento, where all the laws 
of the state originate, would help 
me with my journalism career in 
the future. 

From the first day I arrived 
at the residence halls on campus, 
I felt like a total stranger living 
in a hotel. It was as if I was on 
a vacation of some sort and the 
small studio room at the Ameri- 
can Residence Courtyard was just 
a place of refuge at night. Here at 
the dorms, once you leave in the 
morning, you don’t come back 
until nighttime. 

The first three days, I was in 
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an exploratory mood and decid- 
ed to go from one hall to the oth- 
er, trying to remember names of 
every building to get acquainted 
with the massive size of the Sac 
State campus. But even with that, 
I still wandered on campus and 
occasionally felt lost — not only 
physically, but spiritually. I felt 
alienated living among the faces 
of smiling students being young 
and happy. 

Of course, there is a big dif- 


ference between the ordinary. 


students coming straight from 
high school or the 22-year-old 
transfers and me, a mother and 
a grandparent living past the 


mid-century mark. 

For instance, ’m continuously 
being mistaken for a faculty mem- 
ber. Sometimes I see that look in 
a group of young students’ faces 
as if they were thinking, “Really? 
You’re a student here?” 

I met five other students who 
live across the hall from my stu- 
dio. We promised to meet but I 
haven’t seen them since. It’s not 
that I’m planning to party with 
them, but seeing and talking to 
them again would be nice. 

Don’t get me wrong, most 
of the kids in the residence halls 
are beautiful, respectful and have 
bright minds. Whenever we cross 


paths, they greet me or hold the 
elevator for me, but I think that 
the idea of having an older per- 
son in the dorms is still kind of 
strange for them. 

After all, I thought that living 
here was going to give me a boost 
in my career, but what I’m find- 


ing is that ’'m practically trappe@ 


on campus and unable to move at 
my will - at least this is how it has 
been for these past three weeks. 

Maybe I will get used to dorm 
life but, for now, it hasn’t felt too 
rewarding. 

To follow Marivel’s story 
this semester, check out www. 
statehornet.com/blogs 
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Then apply for 
the fi rst-ever 


Join your peers at this intensive, hands-on, one-week work- 
shop to develop StateHornet.com as a cutting-edge news desti- — 
nation for Sacramento State Students. 


_ Participants will work with professionakmentors in one of four 
tracks: 


Multimedia Journalism 
Web Publication & Design 
Social Media Strategy 

. PR, Marketing & Advertising 


2my for more information and to submit an application 


Applicants must be current Sac State students or incoming transfer students for the Spring 2017 semester. 


* Academy participants will receive a stipend for the week. Application deadline: OCT 21, 2016 





